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Worship Schedule

Sundays 10:30am

Sunday School 9:15am

Saturdays 6:00pm

Scholarship Deadline

April 30, 2024

Mothers Day

May 12, 2024

May 19, 2024, 9:15am

Final Day of

 Sunday School

May 27, 2024

Memorial Day

Amusement parks are not one of my favorite places to visit. Despite wonderfully talented 

musicians singing or dancing at the park venues; despite funnel cakes, elephant ears, and 

cotton candy; despite the opportunity for people watching; amusement parks would not 

be at the top of my list for vacation destinations. 

Nevertheless, I had a visit to Walt Disney World, in 2007, which I will never forget. Our 

family was on vacation at the happiest place on earth and having waited a long time to ride 

Space Mountain, we were almost at the front of the line when mechanical issues arose, 

necessitating the lights to be flipped on, illuminating the entire ride. Suddenly the tracks 

and the cars and the riders, in full light, revealed a far less mysterious roller coaster. The 

result was that, after the repairs were made and we rode the ride, I remembered the 

size of the inclines and the turns and drops, and I was less afraid.

We are ready to celebrate Easter. We have been through Lent and Holy Week. The 

darkness of this journey is now fully illuminated in resurrection glory. We know the end of 

the story. It doesn't make it any less gruesome for Jesus, nor are those who demanded 

his crucifixion any less responsible. But the end, which is life in the radiant love of grace 

and forgiveness, makes the destination worth the journey. 

Perhaps that is a metaphor for our lives too. We seem to spend too much time surrounded 

by the dark, and it can be overwhelming, nearly to the point of forgetting that Jesus is 

the light of the world, and his love and grace promises to banish doubt and despair and 

darkness. It's Easter – the promise of life, proclaimed first by women who witnessed the 

empty tomb, is now ours to shout boldly in faith and hope. May it be so!

Easter Joy to all!

Pastor Mary Beth Smith-Gunn

Graduate Recognition

May 12, 2024

*************Bulk Mailing Permit Discontinued *************
At the March Church Council meeting a decision was made to discontinue the church's 

bulk mailing permit. That implies other methods for distributing the Trumpet. Copies 

will be available to pick-up at church. Other options are: email or receiving the Trumpet 

by first class mail. Please let the church office know your preference. 

mailto:pastortlcbryan@yahoo.com
mailto:jeanwise22@gmail.com


April is the time for birthday 

celebrations for the following 

Trinity people.   On April 7th, Tom 

 Foster, 132 S Lebanon Street, turns 85 and on the 15th, 

Pastor Richard Buchsteiner, 101-A Deerfield Circle will 

be 83.   On the 24th,  Betty Griffis, Hillside Country 

Living, 09876 Co. Rd. 16, #401 turns 92.   To all these 

folks we wish God’s continued blessings on their journey 

of faith and life.  

We are fortunate as a congregation to 

have a scholarship fund that can be of 

assistance to our people who are 

pursuing additional education beyond 

Trinity Lutheran Scholarship

       high school.  Started as a memorial to Joseph 

Yekisa, the fund is supported by gifts from members.  

Any confirmed member who is pursuing higher education 

is eligible to be considered.  Applications are at the 

church office or on our webpage www.tlcbryan.com and 

the deadline for returning them is April 30th.

Scholarship applicants are advised that receipt of a 

Trinity Scholarship will be limited to no more than 3 

times for any one applicant, and scholarships are 

awarded on the basis of funds available. 

The second quarter Christ in Our Home 

devotional booklets are on the 

windowsill in  the  narthex.    Please  

help  yourself.

Christ in Our Home

80 AND ABOVE BIRTHDAY CLUB

FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS WEEKLY BUDGETED NEED $3,805.00

Average Attendance for March 79

April Showers Bring

May Flowers



April / May Prayer Quote

April / May Scripture Verse

April

Sue Bever 419-212-2210

Marsha Kirkpatrick 

419-212-0085

He will lend a nail-

scarred hand. John 20:27

“Our prayers may be awkward.  Our attempts may be 

feeble.  But since the power of prayer is in the one who 

hears it and not the one who says it, our prayers do make a 

difference.”  Max Lucado

WORSHIP FOCUS FOR APRIL

April 6 & 7  Second Weekend of Easter

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when 

we play in the mystery of Christ's presence, mostly 

through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with 

the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the 

Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus 

offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From 

frightened individuals we are transformed into a 

community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material 

sharing such that no one among us is in need.

April 13 & 14  Third Weekend of Easter

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in 

which the risen Christ shares food with the disciples, 

meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share 

each Sunday. In today's gospel, Jesus both shares the 

disciples' food and shows them the meaning of his 

suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, 

the two main elements of our Sunday worship.

April 20 & 21  Fourth Weekend of Easter

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in 

which the risen Christ shares food with the disciples, 

meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share 

each Sunday. In today's gospel, Jesus both shares the 

disciples' food and shows them the meaning of his 

suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, 

the two main elements of our Sunday worship.

April 27 & 28  Fifth Weekend of Easter

This Sunday's image of how the risen Christ shares his life 

with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the 

branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual 

abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of 

John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ's living and life-

giving self and makes us alive with Christ's life. As the vine 

brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. 

We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

Monthly Ebenezer

April Assignments

“Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you unless you abide in me.” John 15:4 

DATE PROJECTION SOUND

WORSHIP ASSISTANT

April Rhonda Steve Joe

7 Fackler Fireovid Whisler

April Jeff Kim Henry

14 Gunn Reed Burklo

April Joe Lisa Paul

21 Whisler Whitman Vargo

April Rob Lynnette Tom

28 Goodlive Diaz Smith
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9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship w/ HC

               

Happy Birthday

Betty Griffis (92)

Happy Birthday 

Pastor Richard 

Buchsteiner (83)

Happy Birthday

Tom Foster (85)

2

6:00pm Worship w/ HC
6:30pm Finance Meeting

7:00pm Council Meeting

 12:30pm Mission Quilters

4:00pm Bell Practice

4:00pm Bell Practice

4:00pm Bell Practice

Loaves & Fishes

9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship w/ HC

               

9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship w/ HC

               

9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship w/ HC

               

4:00pm Bell Practice



Thank you to all Trinity members and friends for all your prayers, thoughts, acts and kindness that helped the family 

deal with Merle’s passing.  It’s a great comfort to know that there were so many touched by his life.  Blessings to all.  

The Family of Merle Griffis

A Spring Bouquet full of gratitude to:

Rodney & Diana Missler who weekly tend to the chancel candles, making sure the wicks are an appropriate length and 

there is liquid in the reservoir.

Curtis & Lois Buchs, Kim & Rich Reed, Suzanne & Gary Powell, Mary Ann Taylor, Julie Taylor, Jan Schumm, Goldie 

Wieland, Barb Roan, Jane & Joe Whisler, Ed Clinker, Allen & Shelly Dean, Brenda Hesselschwert, Ruth Soto, Joyce 

Whitney, the McBride family, Linda Reitzel, Ed Clinker, Roxanne Nester, Christena Headley….for all the various ways 

in which you contributed to the success of our recent Midweek Lenten “Worship at Table.” Attendees donated $518 

from the free will offering to the Edon Area Ministerial Association Food Pantry.

Boy Scout Troop 1222, Rick & Julie Taylor, Ed & Judy Lyons, Suzanne & Gary Powell, Kim & Rich Reed, Nancy Kuehne, 

Tom Smith, Susie Orcholski and Pastor Mary Beth for assistance moving items gifted to Trinity from First Lutheran's 

building. 

Jean & Bill Wise, Ruth Soto, Jim Hitchcock, Tim Foster, Jason Johnston, Keith Day, Ceagan Oberlin, Rick Taylor and 

Pastor Mary Beth for providing the voices in the Passion Narrative for Palm Sunday worship in the Parish.

Jeff Wetmore and Nancy Kuehne for providing special music on Palm Sunday.

Sincere Christian sympathy 

and prayerful support to 

the following...

“Rest eternal, grant them, O Lord: and 

let light perpetual shine upon them”

The Goldie Wieland family with the death of Goldie’s 

brother, Louis Shindledecker who passed away on 

February 18th.  He was 84 and from Toledo.

Rodney & Diana Missler with the death of their sister-

in-law, Mary Lou Missler who passed away on February 

26th.   She was 70.

Thank you to everyone for the beautiful birthday greetings for my 80th birthday. 

I enjoyed hearing from everyone.  Joan Colella 

Thank
 You



Wise Words
Each January I spend a part of the day reviewing my journal and praying for God's guidance and 

wisdom as we begin a new year.  One area I felt God leading me in was deeper study of the Word, 

especially the Sermon on the Mount.

The Sermon on the Mount is found in Matthew 5-7 and is one of Jesus' longest teachings.  Though 

some of the passages are hard, just imagine the peace and love that would be experienced if we all 

 lived according to Jesus' words.

I felt God wanted me to study these passages, but I was uncertain where to start. The answer came last month in one of 

the weekly emails from Bishop Beaudoin.  Each newsletter he mentions books he is reading and podcasts he is listening 

to.  Last month he listed the Bible Project yearlong podcast all about the Sermon on the Mount.  Here is the link if you 

want to listen. It is great.  https://bibleproject.com/podcasts/

Once a week (and I am still catching up) the podcast gives a deep dive into the history and meaning of words and what 

Jesus was teaching from these passages. They do this in NPR style, with segments, music, and fascinating interviews. It 

is NOT boring academics! Other resources are mentioned too.  One book I recently purchased to accompany this study 

is Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner's Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine. 

Some things I am learning:

· Insights into the original words from Greek and Hebrew.  Our English often doesn't translate well or 

completely.

· How the context of the Sermon on the Mount is influenced by Jewish culture.

· What it would have been like living in first century Israel and hearing these words.

· How much the Old Testament is referred to in this teaching of Jesus. There are references and patterns I 

never noticed before.

I am so grateful to find this podcast to deepen my knowledge and experience in exploring the Sermon on the Mount.   

Check it out!  I bet you will learn too and what better way to grow closer to God than through the Bible.  How are you 

studying the Bible this year?

https://bibleproject.com/podcasts/


Worship Focus for May

May 4 & 5  Sixth Weekend of Easter

This Sunday's image of the life the risen Christ shares with 

us is the image of friendship. We are called to serve others 

as Jesus came to serve; but for John's gospel, the image of 

servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the 

essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, 

the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which 

Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are 

willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of 

Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by 

the Spirit.

May 11 & 12  Seventh Weekend of Easter

The gospel for Easter's seventh Sunday is always taken 

from the long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John's 

gospel on the night before his death, and always includes 

Jesus' desire that his followers will be one as he and the 

Father are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal 

agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, 

interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is 

the work of the Spirit whom we have received but also 

await. Come, Holy Spirit!

May 18 & 19  Day of Pentecost

Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing all boundaries that would 

separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God's mercy 

to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of 

different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak 

hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be 

accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals 

the truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with 

this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in 

worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ's 

love with the world.

May 25 & 26  The Holy Trinity

When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something 

about who God is beyond, before, and after the universe: 

that there is community within God. Our experience of this 

is reflected in Paul's words today. When we pray to God as 

Jesus prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental 

address), the Spirit prays within us, creating between us 

and God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who 

sent him.

                    May Assignments

 May
Tammy Darrow 419-553-9278

Rhonda Fackler 419-799-9738

    FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS

DATE PROJECTION SOUND

WORSHIP ASSISTANT

May Buddy Keith Rick

5 Rossow Day Taylor

May Rhonda Jason Jim

12 Fackler Johnston Hitchcock

May Jeff Steve Joe

19 Gunn Fireovid Whisler

May Joe Kim Henry

26 Whisler Reed Burklo



Congratulations to Trinity’s High School Graduates...High School Graduation 

Congratulations to Trinity’s  College Graduate!

Katelyn Darrow graduates from Taylor University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education with 

a minor in Psychology.  She begins her teaching career this fall at Licking Heights School and will work this summer 

at Lutherwald.

College Graduation 

Air Hockey

  Foosball

 Pool Table

The Foosball, Air Hockey, and Pool Table, currently 

located in the church basement, are available for re-

location, free for the taking. Contact the church 

office if you are interested in one or more of these 

items. 

Noah Diaz will graduate from Bryan High School, where he has been active in National Honor Society, Soccer, and Band. 

Noah will attend The University of Findlay majoring in Pharmacy. Noah is the son of Paul & Kristin Diaz.

Rachel Fireovid will graduate from Bryan High School where she has been active in National Honor Society, Soccer and 

Track. She has been accepted at Ohio State University where she will major in Business. Rachel is the daughter of Steve 

& Michele Fireovid.

Molly Hess will graduate from Bryan High School where she has been active in Tennis, Soccer, Track and National Honor 

Society. Molly will be attending Trine University. She is the daughter of Steve & Mindy Hess.

Ava Moore will graduate from Bryan High School where she has been active in National Honor Society, a district 

swimmer all four years and a state swimmer in 2024.  She will attend the Ohio State University in the fall to major in 

Biological Sciences with the intent of becoming a cardio thoracic anesthesiologist.  She is the daughter of J.C. & Beth 

Moore.



Co. Rd. 15, turns 92.   Also on the 5th, Goldie Wieland, 

11390 Co. Rd. D, will celebrate her 83rd birthday.    We 

wish them God’s continued blessings. 

Join the Team – Anyone age 14 or older is 

welcome to join the team for healthy fun 

and good fellowship. Games are played at 

Bryan Parks and Recreation Church Field, 

Church League Softball

May is time for the 

birthday celebration of two 

of our Trinity folks.  On the 

5th, Wayne Weber, 02481 
mostly on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings. You 

don't have to be a church member to play on the team. For 

more information call Jason Johnston 419-636-6414.

Summer Sunday School
A reminder to parents and students....The final session of Sunday School will be May 19th at 9:15am.  We 

will not offer summer Sunday School.  We hope to see you in May and enjoy your summer vacations!!!!!

r

80 AND ABOVE BIRTHDAY CLUB

Please remember our shut-ins with

 prayers, notes, cards, etc.  

They really enjoy hearing from you.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Marion Rickenberg

Hillside Country Living

09876 Co. Rd. 16, #807A

Bryan, OH  43506

Jean Wetmore

924 Cherry Street

Bryan, OH  43506

Jim Helbig

Hillside - The Village

09876 Co. Rd. 16 #607B

Bryan, OH  43506

Anna Wilson

204 E Holden Street

Bryan, OH  43506

Lucy Koch

03601 St. Rt. 576

Bryan, OH  43506

Wayva Harris

716 W High Street

Bryan, OH  43506

Betty Griffis

Hillside Country Living

09876 Co. Rd. 16, #401

Bryan, OH  43506

Altha Dooley

Hillside Country Living

09876 Co. Rd. 16, #715B

Bryan, OH  43506

Doris Geren

01690 St. Rt. 576

Bryan, OH  43506

Geraniums for Pentecost

Sponsor a Geranium and Set the Sanctuary Ablaze with Pentecost Spirit! Geraniums will adorn the 

sanctuary on May 19, 2024 – Pentecost Sunday – and then be planted outside the building. Please help 

the effort by sponsoring one or more plants.  The cost will be $5 each. Sign-up on the sheet posted on 

the kiosk in the narthex.  Also, please remember to wear something red to church that weekend. 

Parish Pentecost Worship will be hosted by Trinity at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, May 19, 2024. 

Gather with members from both St. Peter's and Trinity to joyfully celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Handbells will provide special music, geraniums adorning the chancel will symbolize the fire of the Holy 

Spirit, and fellowship will be shared after the worship. All are welcome!



 

Mother’s Day Word Search
AUNT

BRUNCH

CANDY

CARD

CARING

CHILDREN

DAUGHTER

FAMILY

FLOWERS

GRANDMOTHER

HUGS

KIDS

LOVE

LOVING

MAY

MOMMY

MOTHER

PARENT

Dinner Church Feedback Form

Lenten Midweek Worship at Table Feedback Form….if you attended one or more of the midweek Lenten Worship soup 

meals, please complete the following form and return it to the church. Thank you!

I/We attended:   ___once	 ___more than once	 ___all the services

I/We assisted in prep or clean up:  ___once	 ___more than once

I attended	 ____primarily the evening service regardless of location

	 	 ____primarily the noon service regardless of location

	 	 ____primarily the service at my congregation of membership

Regarding the meals:     ___soup & bread were fine

	 	 	 ___I would prefer a heavier meal

	 	 	 ___I would prefer more variety

Comments:______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Name (optional)_____________________________________________

June 1, 2024  9:00am - 5:00pm

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

Bowling Green

NWOS 2024 Synod Assembly Congregations are encouraged to bring two lay 

voting members, one youth/young adult voting 

member, and the rostered minister of the 

congreagation.  Contact Pastor Mary Beth if 

interested.
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May 2024

Memorial Day

Happy Mothers Day 6:30pm Finance

7:00pm Council

Deadline for 

June / July Trumpet

Happy Birthday

Wayne Weber 91

2120 22

9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship w/ HC

27

Happy Birthday

Goldie Wieland 82
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12:30pm Mission Quilters

National Day 

of Prayer

31

4:00pm Bell Practice

4:00pm Bell Practice

4:00pm Bell Practice

Loaves & Fishes

 

 
 

 

9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship w/ HC

9:15am Sunday School

10:30am Worship w/ HC

 Combined Parish Worship

          Pentecost

10:30am Worship w/ HC

2:30pm Member Care

Outreach Meeting

Graduate Recognition


